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SUBJECT: LIBERIA'S CANDIDACY FOR ELECTION TO IMCO COUNCIL 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS' (MFA'S) NOTE 
ON SUBJECT AS FOLLOWS: 

QTE ... HAS THE HONOR TO INFORM IT OF DECISION OF GOL TO PRESENT ITS 
CANDIDATURE FOR ELECTION TO COUNCIL OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME 
CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION (IMCO) DURING ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN 
NOVEMBER 1977 UNDER CATEGORY (A) OF ARTICLE 18 OF CONSTITUTION 
OF IMCO. 

MFA OF ROL (REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA) WISHES TO NOTE THAT EVEN 
THOUGH LIBERIA HAS LARGEST MERCHANT FLEET AND ACCORDINGLY, IS 
LARGEST SINGLE CONTRIBUTOR TO IMCO BUDGET, SHE HAS NOT ENJOYED 
MEMBERSHIP OF COUNCIL, A VERY IMPORTANT IMCO BODY. NOT BEING 
MEMBER OF COUNCIL, LIBERIA, FOR EXAMPLE, IS OBLIGED TO ACCEPT 
DECISIONS OF COUNCIL, RELATING TO INCREASES IN BUDGET OF WHICH 
SHE ALONE IS COMMITTED TO PAY 25 PERCENT EVEN WITHOUT PARTICIPATION 
IN SUCH DECISION. MOREO VERLIB ERIA HAS ASSIDUOUSLY STRIVEN TO 
COMPLY FULLY WITH ALL DECISIONS OF COUNCIL AND FEELS THAT IT IS 
NO MORE THAN FAIR THAT, BECAUSE OF HER INTERNATIONAL POSTURE AS 
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LARGEST MARTIME NATION, SHE SHOULD PARTICIPATE AND BE FULLY 
INVOLVED IN ALL SUCH DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES. 

MFA OF ROL WISHES TO NOTE ALSO THAT, AS FOUNDING MEMBER OF 
IMCO, LIBERIA HAS PARTICIPATED IN WORKS OF MOST OF IMCO BODIES 
AND HAS ALSO RATIFIED MOST OF INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
CONVENTIONS WHICH SHE HAS SCRUPULOUSLY OBSERVED. 
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MFA OF ROL FEELS THEREFORE THAT BY VIRTUE OF FACT THAT 
LIBERIA IS LARGEST MARITIME NATION AND LARGEST SINGLE 
CONTRUBUTOR TO BUDGET OF IMCO, COUPLED WITH FACT SHE HAS NEVER 
SERVED ON COUNCIL, SHE SHOULD BE ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP OF COUNCIL 
AND HOPES SHE CAN RELY ON VALUABLE SUPPORT OF GOVT. OF USA IN 
THIS VERY IMPORTANT MATTER. UNQTE. 

2. EMBASSY STRONGLY RECOMMENDS USG GIVE EARLY SUPPORT TO 

LIBERIA' CANDIDACY. EMBASSY WISHES TO AVOID REPETITION OF 

SCENARIO IN 1975 WHEN DECISION TO SUPPORT LIBERIA WAS MADE 

ALMOST ON EVE OF IMCO COUNCIL ELECTION - TOO LATE TO 

INFLUENCE COUNTRIES FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD US. GOL HAS 

SUPPORTED USG POSITION AT VARIOUS FORA ON VARIETY OF ISSUES 

OVER MANY YEARS. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS DECISION TO SUPPORT LIBERIA'S 

CANDIDACY BE MADE EARLY SO IF THAT DECISION AFFIRMATIVE WE CAN 

SOLICIT SUPPORT OF FRIENDLY COUNTRIES ON LIBERIA'S BEHALF 

BEFORE THEY HAVE COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO SOME OTHER CANDIDATE. 

CARTER 
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